COWLITZ RIVER AT CASTLE ROCK, WA, 

 DATE COMPILED: June 10, 1998 SWM









Revised: July 20, 1998 AL

STATION LOCATION: River mile 17.3 at the gaging station.

DATA SOURCE: USGS, Washington District, Tacoma, WA.

BEGINNING DATA: October 1, 1954

ENDING DATE: Sept. 13, 1973
UNITS: Celsius

DATA DESCRIPTION: Daily maximum and minimum values; total of 6,927 records

TITLE OF FILE: cowlitz_r.dat                                                               STATION NUMBER: 14243000

COMPLETENESS OF RECORD:

STARTING           ENDING                          COMMENTS

SUSPICIOUS RECORD
10/1/52  --------------  3/5/63

Daily record

9/5/63  ---------------  4/4/70

Daily record

6/3-6/28/64 biased 2oC low

4/14/70  --------------  5/6/70

Daily record

5/16-7-7/70 high variability

5/20/70  ------------  9/13/73

Daily record

10/1/72  --------------- 9/13/73       

daily record

VARIABILITY:

Daily variability is usually about 1-2oC, but can be as high at 5oC during the heating and cooling seasons.  Day-to day variability of the mean can also be high; usually from 0-2oC. Data is reported to the nearest 0.5oC. The temperature record for the Kalama River has some similarity to the Cowlitz River but it has a greater day-to-day and daily variability.

BIAS:

Not able to determine because no comparable continuous record for these time periods is available; however the periods noted look suspicious. In general, the Kalama River runs at about the same temperature level as the Cowlitz River. When records can be compared, the temperature record for the Kalama River is slightly warmer by about 0-2oC from April through July, and cooler by about 1-5oC from September through November.

MONITORING SITE REPRESENTATIVE OF CROSS SECTION:

Part of the USGS protocol was to insure the data were representative of the cross section.

GENERAL COMMENTS:

The record appears to be good. Daily mean values can be estimated by averaging the maximum and minimum values where the daily mean values are not available.

