Data Exchange Format (DEF) Naming Convention Protocol

and Answers to Common Questions

(Updated December 11, 2002)

1.  When is a DEF no longer considered draft?

When it has been reviewed by regional data managers and steering committee members, no further changes are suggested or are in contention for the version at hand, and an effective date for implementation has been set.

There can of course be changes in the future, but it is agreed the version is workable, the 'draft' designation can be removed, and data providers can begin submitting data in this format as of the effective date.

2.  How can I tell if a DEF is draft or final, and what version it is?

Version numbers are determined by the year.  For example, if the year is 2004 and it is the first new version of the year, then the version number will be 2004.1.  If 2004.1 is has been adopted, then the next version is 2004.2.

Draft DEFs will be labelled "Draft" on the title page, with the date of the draft next to it.  Draft DEFs also have the effective date labelled as "undetermined" on the title page.

As an example, the following information on the title page indicates the draft is the second one of 2005, and is a draft version most recently updated on 12/11,2005.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Exchange Format Documentation - Version 2005.2

DRAFT 12/11/2005

Effective Date:  Undetermined

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

If this document is adopted with an effective date of Feb. 17, 2006, then the version number will become 2006,1, and when the new version comes out the title page will look as follows.  In addition, "Draft" will be removed from the footer.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Exchange Format Documentation - Version 2006.1

Effective Date:  February 17, 2006

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3.  Where are electronic versions of the draft and final versions located on the web?

The current final version will be available at:

http://www.streamnet.org/online-data/data_exch_form.html .

Draft versions will be available at:

ftp://ftp.streamnet.org/pub/streamnet/Projman_files/ExchangeFormat/CurrentDraft
4. Where and when will "Chronology of Changes" information be available.

When a version of the DEF is no longer draft, the Chronology of Changes information will be updated and available at http://www.streamnet.org/OnlineHelp/dd_changes/VersionChanges.html.

