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The Northwest.Power Planning Councilhasreleased fa rpu'bllccommentitsp.ropasal toprotect

ap.proximately40,OOO'river ,miles ofNorthwest streams' from furtherhydro.powerdevelopmentll The proposal,

whichwasdesig'necf to safeguard the region's flsh and wilaU1efrom losses of habitat and otherdam..related
<W

hazards, will now be reviewed,il'l'publicmeetingsinldaho, Montana,Oregon and WashingtonuCoplesof the

proposal and back.ground· materials,includingdetaUed,lists',of.affected stream reaches, areavailable" fram the .

Council'scentralofflce at 851 S.W Slxth Avenus, Suite 1100,Portland,Oregon 97204, oreaH toll free j n

Oregon"1-800452...2324; in'Was.hington, Idaho or Montana 1-8O()..222-3355.

The,Council's proposal grew out of, ,efforts to ,rebuild'valua.bleNorthwest fish and wildlife populations,

particularlysalmonandsteelhead runs in the Columbia River Basin. Hydroelectric dams have blocked

passage for theseoc.ean~migratingfish.,andreservoirsbehlnd the dams haveflo.oded habitat forbothflShand

wildlifespe,eles,.Furthermore,disputesover theseandothsrpossible consequences of hydroelectric

development add to .developercosts'and utility rates, and,leave the region less certain about its ability to

develop,new resources,quickly when they are needed.

The Council, ,working with the ,Bonneville Power Administration and the four Northwest states, developed

a list01stream reaches where new dams could have substantial and irreversible adverse effects on fish and

wifdIife.In the proposal now being reviewed, 'hydroelectric development would' be,pro.hibited along stream

reaches where salmon andsteelhead orwHdnon-seagoing (resident) fish are present. In areas where non­

wild resident fish or wildlife are present, the Council's proposal would limit development to that which would

not result ina net loss of such fish or wildlife.
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The proposal to designate certalnareas of the Pacific Northwest as protected from hydropower

development would have ltsstrongest impact through· theCouncll'sColumbia RIver Basin FlshandWildH!e

"Program., The current process is expeetedto result in amendments to the program,.whichwould then

inf.luencefederalagencies that operate, develop and regulate the hydropower system in the Columbia River

Basino While the Council cannot prohlbitdevelopment, the Northwest Power, Act requires these federal

agencies to incorporate theCouncU'sprogram in theirdecision-makinga

The Act requires the Bonneville Power Administration to be "consistentwithH the fish.and wildlife

program and theCouncU's Northwest Power Plan within the basinII The proposal calls on Bonneville to refrain

from acquiring hydropower ·in protected·areas·and to deny hydrcpower·development in .protected areas

access to Bonneville's.intertle·sy,stem. (Thelntertieisthe"system''thtough which ·electricalpow'er is· delivered

to.California tarsale.)

Non-federal hydroelectric development falls wilhin· the purview of the Federal Energy Regulatory

Comrnls~ion(FERC),which makes licensing decisions on particular hydroelectricproJectproposals~FERC

must take the fish and wildlife program into account at an relevant stages of its decision-making processes. "to

thefuHest extent·praeticable"u

The current proposal would also result in amendments to the Council's Northwest Power Plan., The plan

guides Bonneville's resource acquisitionsthroughoutthepacificNorth~est,not just within the basin"

The proposed.smendments apply only to new hydropower projects, not to existing dams. Anew

hydropowerprojectwouJd be a new structure, containing hydroelectric facilities for which F~RC has not

issued a license.

Existing water rights, water appropriationsorJurisdictionover water would natba affected by the

Councillls.decision.· ·Nor will the.amendments·.·alter, ·amend 5. repeal, interpret, .modify. or cbnflict.with any

interstatecompaetmade by the··states.

Regionwlde, 40,794 river miles would beaffededby the .proposed amendments (less than 15 percent ·01

the region's riverrnUesl. The .Couno·il.estimatB.sthatof321 hydroeleet'ric prOjeets currently proposedor .. under

study in the Pacific Northwest, 202 would beaf,fected, representing 688 averagemegawattsofen~rgYIl

Another 125 projects, representing 800 average megawatts, wouldb.9 unaffecteda

In addition to hearings in each state, the Council will take written commenton the proposal through 5

pom" Pacific time on July 8, 1988l1Comment should be addressed to Duley Mahar,director of pU'blic

involvement at the Council's·centralofficBtI (Address· noted above.)



SCHEDULE OF PROTECTED AREAS AMENDMENT HEARINGS

RiChland, Washington
May 11, 7 p.m.
The .Hanford House
Vernita Room
802 George Washington. Way

libby,.Montana
May 31 , 7-10 p.m.
Lincoln County Community College
Memorial Gym
111 EelincolnBlvd.

Coeur d'Alene, Idaho
May 31,.. 1-10 p.m.
The Coeur d'Alene Resort
Cabin··3

KaUspell,·.Monta,na
June·1,.Y"lD.p.m.
Outlaw Inn
WinChester Room
1701·.Highway93Soufh

LewlstoR,ldaho'
June .·1, .. 1-10 p.m.
lewis-Clark·State College
WiUiamsConferenceCenter
Selway River Room
9th Avenue ancl.4th··Street

Mlssou:la,Montana
Jun,e 2, 7-10 p.m.
VillageRecilion ·Inn
Canyon Room
100·Madison

IciahoFaUs,ldaho
June 2, 7-1op.m.
littletree Inn
Teton Room
888Nll Holmes Avenue

Boise, Idaho
June3,.3-5 p.m. and 7-10 p.m.
Red .lion Motor.lnnRiverside
Uberty .Room
9th· and .Chlnden

Bend,. Oregon
June 8,.1p~m.
The Riverhouse
3015NeHighway91

Seattle, Washington
June 15,3...5 p.m. and 7-9 p.m.
SeaTac·.··Airport
Small·Auditorium
Mezzanine levSI

Spokane,·.Washlngton
Junele,. 1 pem.
Cavanaugh's River Inn
ShorelineS Room
Nfi700Division

Portland, Oregon
We expectto hold a PortJand hearing$
buttimes and places have not beensetc


