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The QHA spreadsheets would not let us enter comments. What comments we had are reported here.
Mill Creek
Mill Creek 1 was treated as a reach, even though it is an 800-foot long culvert.  Steelhead are known to pass it.  Substrate, temperature and pollution loads are unknown.
Mill Creek 2: Pollutants from storm sewers, residential development on the banks, upstream pesticides and trash.  Pesticides are somewhat diluted by the time they reach this area.  SWCD temperature data shows the stream to reach 76 degrees F consistently in the summer.
There are a number of serious migration obstructions along this reach, including the 9th Street sewer line crossing, the Byers diversion and the Honnold diversion.  Low flow and high flow are affected somewhat by the Crow Creek reservoir.

Mill Creek 3:  This reach is severely channelized and rip-rapped with many diversion structures, both current and past.  The riparian area is generally very narrow.  There are no urban influences, but the agricultural influences are direct.  Pesticides have been detected above state standards for chronic or acute levels.  Most obstructions have been fixed, but with methods that are probably temporary fixes, rather than permanent.

South Fork 1:  Conditions here are somewhat better than in the mainstem.  High flows are regulated by the reservoir, but only until the reservoir fills.  At times, the City diverts the entire flow of the South Fork.  High temperatures are increased by the low flows, but the stream is fairly high in the watershed.  Pollutants were called a “nonissue.”  The floodplain is taken up by a road and by a series of settling ponds that are used to remove sediment from the City drinking water.

South Fork 2:  This diversion has a new fish ladder and screen.  The diversion is passable, as long as too much water is not diverted.

South Fork 3: There is very good habitat in this section.  High flows are regulated.  Low flows are also regulated, but that is probably helpful to the fish.  Forest Service data shows that the high temperatures are under state standards.
South Fork 4: Mill Creek Falls—natural barrier, limit of steelhead.  Upstream are cutthroat.

South Fork 5 & 6: Normative conditions, except for flow.

South Fork 7: dam is a 100% barrier.

Crow Creek 2:  Conditions are generally normative.

Alder Creek:  One passage barrier at upper end.

Crow 3: riparian area affected by recent logging activities.

South Fork 9-14: Flows affected by Dog River diversion.  High flows likely increased.  Turn-of-century logging may still affect riparian areas, large wood.
SF Unnamed Trib 1: one obstruction

North Fork 1: Riparian area affected by residential development and one commercial orchard.  Stream channelized in places.  Fine sediment increased by upstream road impacts, undersized culverts.
North Fork 2: Severely constricted by road, but stream was naturally constrained.  Floodplain and riparian approx. 1/3 of normative.  Fine sediment from road and upstream influences.

North Fork 3: A poorly constructed road on the hillslope contributes heavy silt load.

North Fork 4: Obstruction at lower end is not a complete passage barrier.  Habitat is generally very good, but the North Fork naturally has more fine sediment than the South Fork.
North Fork 5:  Almost a complete barrier, scheduled to be fixed this summer.

North Fork 6: Big clearcut

North Fork 8: Riparian heavily impacted by cows, which contribute fine sediment.
Fifteenmile

QHA reaches are all limited by low or nonexistent summer flows.
Threemile Creek

Threemile Creek 1: Impacted by Bonneville Pool.
Threemile 2: The freeway culvert has probably been a complete barrier to migration since the 1996 flood.   ODOT plans to replace this culvert, possibly in 2006.
Threemile 3: Fine sediment from upstream settles out here.

Threemile 4: Straight line, channelized section between Big Jim’s drive-in and the Wheatacres parking lot.  No riparian, no habitat diversity.

Threemile 5: This culvert was a complete barrier until ODOT replaced it in 2003.  In Rod French’s professional opinion, it will now pass fish.

Threemile 7 & 9:  None of the reviewers have seen these culverts, but they are probably gradient barriers.

Threemile 10 & 11: Several kinds of agriculture, including orchard, tilled dryland and pasture.  Riparian area narrow, several obstructions.

Chenowith Creek

Chenowith 1: This reach is a canyon that empties into a wetland affected by the Bonneville Pool.  The wetland itself was not rated.
Chenowith 2 is similar to 1.

Chenowith 3: This reach runs through a horse pasture.  In 2002, it was found to be severely impacted by manure in the creek.  The bed was mostly organic material at that time.  In 2003, after fencing had mostly eliminated access to the creek, the manure had flushed and the bed was mostly gravel.

Chenowith 4 runs through a residential neighborhood.  It has been the subject of a number of dumping complaints by residents against one another.

Chenowith 5 runs through a deep canyon and has a good riparian canopy.  Fish distribution is likely limited by low flows in the summer.
Rock Creek

The reviewers split Rock Creek 2 into two separate reaches called Rock Creek 2 and Rock Creek 2.5.  The split occurred at RM 0.62.  There was some speculation that this was the intention at the time the reach breaks were done, and that somehow one of the reaches had been deleted.  The original reach description fit well with Rock Creek 2.5, but did not describe Rock Creek 2.
Rock Creek 1:  This reach runs dry in the summer, but probably did not do so under normative conditions.  The reach has received a heavy load of cobble in recent flooding, and has been manipulated with heavy equipment.  The channel is used by windsurfers to access the Columbia River, who until a few years ago, also parked in the dry channel.  Now, a parking lot has been developed off to one side.  There is no riparian vegetation except for a few plantings from the last few years.  The road bed that was developed for the windsurfer access passes under the railroad bridge, and is built below the high water mark.  In spring, vehicles pass through the high water to reach the parking area.
Rock Creek 2:  Extending from the US30 bridge to the upper end of the quarry.  The lower end has a good overstory canopy, though it has little understory.  A house has been constructed on the edge of the creek, with a retaining wall that juts out into the channel.  The stream is channelized and the bank is hardened along the quarry.  Little riparian vegetation exists alongside the quarry.  Summer flows go subterranean somewhere in this reach every year.
Rock Creek 2.5: Upper end of quarry to Campbell Creek.  Riparian vegetation is excellent.  Flows are year round.  Local reports say steelhead use this section.  DEQ data says that summer temperatures just barely exceed state standards.

Above Campbell Creek, the watershed is affected by timber harvest activities, but the riparian is in good shape all the way up.  Cutthroat distribution in Rock Creek 6 is limited by low flows.
Mosier Creek

Reference condition in Mosier Creek was rated entirely as “4’s” except at the upper limits of fish distribution, where rating for low flows was reduced to 3.5.
Mosier Creek 1:  Affected by Bonneville Pool management.  Riparian vegetation lacking.

Mosier Creek 2: Good wetland, but normative condition would likely have included a lot more cottonwoods, more downed wood, less reed canary grass.

Moser Creek 3: Constrained channel probably receives high sediment and pollutant loading from upstream, but functions naturally to deal with such inputs.  Scenic Area Office may have temperature data.

Mosier Creek 5: Lots of residential development, driveways, agricultural encroachment.  Rated down for pollutants, diversion of water, and obstructions.

West Fork 1 through 4: Heavy timber cutting activities.  Industrial timber owners use a lot of chemicals.  Reaches rated down slightly for pollutants on this basis.

Mosier Creek 6: Long history of streamside residential development, manipulation, crossings, etc.

Honeysuckle and Lucky Canyon: Low flows and heavy timber use limiting for fish.  Ecosystem is more “eastside” in nature.

Mosier Creek 9:  This culvert was built out of an old boiler tank in 1996.  The ends were cut out.  The culvert is eight feet across, but there is a 1’ lip at both ends.  The lower end has filled with gravel, but the upper end is probably a barrier to upstream cutthroat movement in all but the high flow season. 

Mosier Creek 10: Rated down for sediment and habitat due to Kellar Creek Slide, a natural mass wasting event that occurred in 1996 and contributed sediment to the Mosier Creek.  (A similar event occurred somewhere in the South Fork of Mill Creek in 1996, but was not identified in this QHA process.)

Indian Creek: There is an old road, still in use, that goes straight down the bottom of this canyon.  The culvert at the upper end of this reach appears to be a complete passage barrier.  Low flows are likely a limiting factor as well.
McVey Spring:  This high-gradient stream was classified as non-fish-bearing until loggers reported seeing cutthroat in the past few years.  By that time, the area had been logged as though it were a non-fish-bearing stream.  Consequently, riparian vegetation has been largely removed from the upper end of the reach.

Mosier Creeks 12, 13 and 14 may or may not be fish-bearing.  In the summer, they are either partially or entirely dry.  The watershed area is narrow and high-elevation.  Fish presence in these reaches has not been sampled and is entirely speculative.
