Using the Stream Reach Editor Database Import/Export Excel Function


This export/import functionality makes it easier to populate attribute values when there are many values to enter (or update) and those values are already in an Excel spreadsheet. The basic idea is to take whatever values are currently in the SRE for an attribute, export them to an Excel spreadsheet, add new ones or edit the current ones, then import them all back into the SRE. It is sometimes easier to work with the values on an Excel spreadsheet than in the SRE itself, especially when first entering values for an attribute.


This is how it works. Start the SRE, click the ‘Begin’ arrow, click the ‘Attribute Editor’ button, select a category in the drop down box such as ‘2. Stream Corridor Structure’,  select a Sub-Category such as ‘2.1 Channel Morphometry’, click an attribute button such as ‘ChLngth’. You should now see the attribute values for each reach and also see the buttons for ‘Send Data to Excel’ and ‘Insert From Excel’. At this point you could enter the values for this attribute for the reaches in the list. Or you could export the current values (there may not be any but that is fine) to an Excel spreadsheet.


To export the values just click the ‘Send Data to Excel’ button and then wait patiently. Eventually a spreadsheet will appear with the reach names down the left side and a number of columns across the page. If there were ratings already in the SRE they will show up in the ‘Original Ratings’ columns. Note that the SRE will manage this Excel file’s name and location. The name includes the attribute code and the current date/time.


Now you can add data in the ‘Revised’ columns as is appropriate. This is where it is easy to cut and paste values for many reaches at a time. You may have to unprotect the worksheet before you can enter values. When you have finished entering the new values (or first values as the case may be) it is time to import the values back into the SRE. Save the Excel file (but leave it open).


Go back to the SRE Attribute Editor form. You should see a ‘Close Excel’ button. Click it and say yes to save. Now you will see the ‘Insert From Excel’ button. Click it and say yes if you want to overwrite the old values with the new ones, then select the excel file which has the ratings. It will have a name something like ‘ChLngth-26-2003112598.xls’. You may need to change directories to find the file. Click to ‘Open’ the file and wait patiently while the data are loaded from the Excel file into the SRE. After the data are loaded you have the choice to click the ‘Close’ button and abandon the import or to click the ‘Save Changes’ button to finish importing the data. If you choose the ‘Close’ option you will still have the values in the spreadsheet and can choose to import them later. 

When you click the ‘Save Changes’ button you will wipe out all of the rating values which were there before. That is why this function really is designed to help with loading up the first set of ratings for an attribute. If you export some ratings which you want to save along with adding some new ones, you will need to copy the old ones into the “Revised’ columns and then add the new ones for other reaches. Then you can save them all. This gets a bit tricky and it is easy to overwrite your data by mistake so avoid doing it.

