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The Report

The recently published 2013 Comprehensive Evaluation
serves as a progress report on the work by the U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers, Bureau of Reclamation and Bonneville
Power Administration to protect ESA-listed salmon and
steelhead. This poster presents excerpts taken directly from
the full report which is available from the Federal Caucus
website: www.salmonrecovery.org

Background

The
Columbia
River Basin

Federal dams on the lower

Columbia and Snake rivers helped

shape the modern Northwest, fueling

the economy with affordable electricity,
reducing the risk of flood damage and
irrigating crops to feed the nation. But they
also affected the habitat of salmon and
steelhead that migrate from the Columbia
River Basin to the ocean and back. These
fish had already been affected by more
than a century of commercial fishing,
mining and other human development.
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and the Bonneville Power Administration— COlT % iver

collectively called the Action Agencies—

must consult with NOAA Fisheries to avoid

jeopardizing listed fish. NOAA Fisheries’

Biological Opinion® guides operation

of these dams, known as the Federal

Columbia River Power System, to

protect listed fish.
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Fish Status and Environmental Conditions

Adult Returns at Bonneville Dam
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Figure 2. Adult and Jack Salmon/Steelhead Returns at Bonneville Dam, 1938 to 2012. Daytime counts only. Numbers include
both ESA listed and unlisted hatchery and natural-origin fish. Harvest has varied over time. Sources: For 1938 — 2011 - U.S. Army
Corps of Engineers Fish Passage Report 2011, Table 18b; for 2012 data see
http://mwww.nwp.usace.army.mil/Missions/Environment/Fishdata.aspx.
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Figure 3. Returns of Naturally Produced Adult Snake River Fall Chinook Salmon at Lower Granite Dam,

1990-2012.
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Figure 5. Returns of All Snake River Sockeye Salmon at Lower Granite Dam, 1990-2012. The ESU-level trend in
abundance was positive during this period.
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Figure 6. Returns of Naturally Produced Adult Snake River Steelhead at Lower Granite Dam, 1990-
2012. The DPS-level trend in abundance was positive during this period.
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Figure 43. Adult Sockeye Salmon Returns to Lower Granite Dam and to Redfish Lake/Sawtooth Hatchery Weir on the
Upper Salmon River, Idaho, 1990-2012.

Excerpted from section 1, pg. 78

Estimated minimum number of adult salmonids consumed by pinnipeds
and estimated total number of pinnipeds observed
at Bonneville Dam, January 1-May 31, from 2002 to 2012
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Figure 47. Estimated Minimum Number of Adult Salmonids Consumed by Pinnipeds and Estimated Total Number of
Pinnipeds Observed at Bonneville Dam, January 1-May 31, from 2002 to 2012. Note: In 2005, regular observations did not
start until March 18. Pinnipeds observed included California sea lions, Steller sea lions, and harbor seals. HS = harbor seals,
SSL = Steller sea lions, CSL = California sea lions.
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Large, contlguous

propertles such as the 920-acre\ -
Columbla Stock Ranch, acquiredin,
- 2012, bring many part\ners together for
the benefit. ofﬁsh \ \ ~ Ll
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All material excerpted from “Citizen’s Guide to the 2013 Comprehensive
Evaluation”. Visit http://www.salmonrecovery.gov to obtain full report
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