INFORMATION ABOUT GENERAL FISHING RULES THAT APPLY

The following information is provided to help provide an overview of general fisheries regulations that apply to the west coast.  These rules would apply, in addition to specific rules that relate to a specially designated site (see table of marine managed areas) and allow the construction of filtering rules to further refine the rules that apply to various areas.

Trawl fishing on the continental shelf and shoreward of the Rockfish Conservation Areas. 

The Pacific Fishery Management Council implemented small footrope requirements January 4, 2000 (65 FR 221). These rules limit most groundfish trawl fishing on the continental shelf to those trawl nets with small footropes (equal to or less than 8” in diameter, including any rollers or rockhopper gear or midwater gear).

Small footrope requirements also apply shoreward of the rockfish conservation areas. This small

footrope requirement was implemented to prevent access to overfished groundfish species. From initial studies, small footropes have been effective at discouraging fishermen from accessing most rocky habitat. These small footrope rules do not reply to the spot prawn fishery. Small footrope trawl gear is defined in 50 CFR 660.302 and 660.322(b),

Information on Oregon State Regulations regarding commercial fishing in coastal state waters

Small footrope regulations (less than 8 inches) for most rockfish fisheries are incorporated into Oregon statute (OR 635.004.0018). This means that, for the most part, groundfish trawling is not often occurring in areas with rocky relief habitat.

A “gentleman’s agreement” exists between Oregon trawlers and ODFW that restricts trawling in inshore waters except for traditional flatfish grounds. This agreement is generally understood to affect waters from 15-20 fathoms up to 100 fathoms in depth and has fishermen sticking to traditional sandy bottom areas and keeping out of rocky areas and was part of work to deal with black rockfish management issues (personal communication, Mark Saelens, ODFW, 2004).

Information on Washington State Regulations regarding commercial fishing in coastal state waters.

Beginning in 1996, regulations eliminated directed harvest of groundfish with hook and line or pot gear.

Trawling in Puget Sound is allowed only with nets having no roller gear and a foot rope diameter of less than five inches (which allows for the harvest of flatfish, e.g. starry flounder, sand sole), but prevents the net from being deployed in rocky areas. (2001)

Otter and beam trawl prohibited in state coastal waters (2001)

Trawl gear is prohibited gear for sea cucumber harvest

Spot prawn trawl fishery banned after 2002

Puget Sound pink shrimp fishery is beam trawl only.

Information on California State Regulations regarding commercial fishing

Gillnet restrictions: prohibit the take of rockfish within 3 miles of shore

Setnets: prohibited north of Point Reyes

Trawl nets: prohibited in state waters or within 3 miles of the mainland shore of districts 6,7,10, 17, 18,

and 118.5, except

· Trawling for pink shrimp (Pandalus jordani) or prawns is allowed in CDFG districts

6,7,10,17,18, and 19 outside of 3 nm from mainland shore, offshore islands and the

boundary line of District 19A except that trawling is allowed outside 2 nm from the

nearest point of land on the mainland shore in an area extending due west from False

Cape and a line extending due west from Pigeon Point.

· midwater trawling is allowed within one nautical mile of shore between Point Sur and

Yankee Point.

· In the area between Point Sur and Yankee Point, trawling (except for midwater trawling,

see above) is allowed outside of one nautical mile of shore.

· Trawling for CA halibut is allowed on specified southern CA halibut fishing grounds

· Trawling is allowed with trawl and Chinese shrimp nets inside of the Golden Gate Bridge

for shrimp, oriental gobies, longjaw mudsuckers, plainfin midshipmen and staghorn

sculpin

· The use of trawl nets to take spot prawns closed as of Feb 18, 2003

· Trawling for golden and ridgeback prawns permitted only in waters deeper than 25

fathoms and not closer than three nm from the nearest point of land on the mainland

shore and from all offshore islands. No trawling in the cowcod closure area for these

species. There are 5 trawl zones for these prawns (see Section 120.3 of Title 14, CCR

· Small footrope regulation for most rock fish fisheries incorporated into CA code (Cal

Code Regs 8830).

· New rules further regulating bottom trawling in California state waters were passed

September 23, 2004 through Senate Bill 1459. These rules further regulate fishing for

California halibut, sea cucumbers, pink shrimp, ridge-back, spot and golden prawns.

Provisions will be phased in beginning April 2006.
This information is from the Pacific Coast Groundfish EFH DEIS, National Marine Fisheries Service, Feb 2005

