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There has been a lot of buzz about the expanded access to web mapping with the release of Google Earth (formerly Keyhole).  In the interest of evaluating the Google Earth technology and its potential as a tool for StreamNet users, I loaded some very simple x,y point location data from the StreamNet database (hatchery facilities) into the native .kmz format using the steps below: 

If you have not done so already, download and install Google Earth (available at http://earth.google.com).
1. Trim the database table to include minimal fields and add a hyperlink field that sends a query string to the SN Query system.  Google Earth is not an ideal environment for viewing tabular data so this is best left to the query system.  Google Earth requires coordinate data to be within the appropriate range.  For this reason, I exclude all records with SITELAT and SITELONG = 99 before exporting the table.


2. Export the modified table to a comma delimited text file.  *Be careful if you are doing this from within ArcMap as it often truncates decimals in the export process (causing the loss of precision in the coordinate values).   


3. From within Google Earth, select File(Open and change the ‘files of type’ drop-down to read ‘All files (*.*)’.  Navigate to and open the comma delimited text file you wish to import (e.g., SNHatcheryTable.txt).


4. The data import wizard walks you through the import process.  Identify the file as being comma delimited and uncheck the box next to ‘treat consecutive delimiters as one’.   Next, identify SITELAT and SITELONG as the latitude and longitude fields and optionally identify the field types.  Click ‘Finish’.


5. For tables with more than 100 records, you will receive the notice “Google Earth can only import 100 features”.  Click ‘continue’ and the first 100 records will be imported.  Note that this limitation is a matter of licensing and could be worked around.


Finally – for those with ArcMap and a desire to explore this further, there is a user script available on line at http://arcscripts.esri.com/details.asp?dbid=14344
The KML_HomeCompanion DLL enables the export of vector data from ArcMap to Google Earth’s KML format.  This was developed by Jim Cser from Portland Metro’s GIS shop.  There are rumors that ESRI may build some interoperability into ArcGIS v9.2 but these could just be rumors. 
Of course, call or email me if you have questions.
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